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use on each Label described in a Speci-
fication.

§ 9.8 Amendment or revision of vol-
untary energy conservation speci-
fications. 

The Secretary may by order amend 
or revise any Specification published 
under § 9.4. The procedure applicable to 
the establishment of a Specification 
under § 9.4 shall be followed in amend-
ing or revising such Specification. 
Such amendment or revision shall not 
apply to appliances or equipment man-
ufactured prior to the effective date of 
the amendment or revision.

§ 9.9 Consumer education. 

The Department of Commerce, in 
close cooperation and coordination 
with interested Government agencies, 
appropriate industry trade associations 
and industry members, and interested 
consumers and environmentalists shall 
carry out a program to educate con-
sumers relative to the significance of 
the labeling program. Some elements 
of this program shall also be directed 
toward informing retailers and other 
interested groups about the program.

§ 9.10 Coordination with State and 
local programs. 

The Department of Commerce will 
establish and maintain an active pro-
gram of communication with appro-
priate state and local government of-
fices and agencies and will furnish and 
make available information and assist-
ance that will promote to the greatest 
practicable extent uniformity in State, 
local, and Federal programs for the la-
beling of household appliances and 
equipment to effect energy conserva-
tion.

§ 9.11 Annual report. 

The Secretary will prepare an annual 
report of activities under the program, 
including an evaluation of the program 
and a list of participating manufactur-
ers and classes of appliances and equip-
ment.
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§ 10.0 General. 

(a) Introduction. The Department of 
Commerce (hereinafter referred to as 
the ‘‘Department’’) recognizes the im-
portance, the advantages, and the ben-
efits of voluntary standards and stand-
ardization activities. Such standards 
may cover, but are not limited to, 
terms, classes, sizes (including quan-
tities of packaged consumer commod-
ities), dimensions, capacities, quality 
levels, performance criteria, inspection 
requirements, marking requirements, 
testing equipment, test procedures and 
installation procedures. Economic 
growth is promoted through: 

(1) Reduction of manufacturing costs, 
inventory costs, and distribution costs; 

(2) Better understanding among man-
ufacturers, producers, or packagers 
(hereinafter referred to as producers), 
distributors, users, and consumers; and
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(3) Simplification of the purchase, in-
stallation, and use of the product being 
standardized. 

(b) Requirements for Department of 
Commerce sponsorship. The Department 
may sponsor the development of a vol-
untary Product Standard if, upon re-
ceipt of a request, the Department de-
termines that: 

(1) The proposed standard is likely to 
have substantial public impact; 

(2) The proposed standard reflects the 
broad interest of an industry group or 
an organization concerned with the 
manufacture, production, packaging, 
distribution, testing, consumption, or 
use of the product, or the interest of a 
Federal or State agency; 

(3) The proposed standard would not 
duplicate a standard published by, or 
actively being developed or revised by, 
a private standards-writing organiza-
tion to such an extent that it would 
contain similar requirements and test 
methods for identical types of prod-
ucts, unless such duplication was 
deemed by the Department to be in the 
public interest; 

(4) Lack of government sponsorship 
would result in significant public dis-
advantage for legal reasons or reasons 
of domestic and international trade; 

(5) The proposed standard is not ap-
propriate for development and mainte-
nance by a private standards-writing 
organization; and 

(6) The proposed standard will be 
funded by a proponent organization or 
government agency to cover costs for 
administrative and technical support 
services provided by the Department. 

(c) Role of the Department. The De-
partment assists in the establishment 
of a Voluntary Product Standard as 
follows: 

(1) Acts as an unbiased coordinator in 
the development of the standard; 

(2) Provides editorial assistance in 
the preparation of the standard; 

(3) Supplies such assistance and re-
view as is required to assure the tech-
nical soundness of the standard; 

(4) Seeks satisfactory adjustment of 
valid points of disagreement; 

(5) Determines the compliance with 
the criteria established in these proce-
dures for such voluntary standards; 

(6) Provides secretarial functions for 
each committee appointed by the De-
partment under these procedures; 

(7) Publishes the standard as a public 
document; 

(8) Administers the funds for admin-
istrative and technical support serv-
ices; and 

(9) Seeks listing for standards devel-
oped under these procedures as Amer-
ican National Standards through the 
American National Standards Insti-
tute, when deemed appropriate by the 
Department. 

(d) Role of producers, distributors, 
users, and consumers. Producers, dis-
tributors, users, consumers, and other 
interested groups may contribute to 
the development of a Voluntary Prod-
uct Standard as follows: 

(1) Initiate and participate in the de-
velopment of the standard; 

(2) Provide technical or other rel-
evant counsel, as appropriate, relating 
to the standard; 

(3) Promote the use of, and support 
for, the standard; and 

(4) Assist in keeping the standard 
current with respect to advancing tech-
nology and marketing practices. 

(e) Role of the National Institute of 
Standards & Technology. The National 
Institute of Standards & Technology 
(NIST) administers these procedures 
for the Department. Any communica-
tions concerning these procedures (e.g., 
questions, clarifications, appeals) 
should be addressed to the Office of 
Product Standards Policy, National In-
stitute of Standards & Technology, 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899. 

[51 FR 22497, June 20, 1986, as amended at 55 
FR 38315, Sept. 18, 1990]

§ 10.1 Initiating development of a new 
standard. 

(a) Any group or association of pro-
ducers, distributors, users, or con-
sumers, or a testing laboratory, or a 
State or Federal agency, may request 
the Department to initiate the develop-
ment and publication of a Voluntary 
Product Standard under these proce-
dures. Requests shall be in writing, 
signed by a representative of the group 
or agency, and forwarded to the De-
partment. The initial request may be 
accompanied by a copy of a draft of the 
suggested standard.
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